
CPA Education Requirements 
 

Brief Overview 
First of all, become familiar with the California Board of Accountancy’s website for applicants.   

• California Board of Accountancy website:  www.dca.ca.gov/cba/applicants/index. 
• The Tip Sheet on the next page that tells you which classes satisfy the different subject 

areas is from the above site. 
Note:  Everything I know is gleaned from that site.  The CBA does not provide faculty with any special knowledge.  
 
The CPA education requirements mean that you will be juggling three overlapping but 
independent requirements. 

1. Bachelor’s degree:  you must fulfill your degree requirements 
2. Subject area requirements:  you must complete 78 of semester units in specific areas of 

accounting (30 total), business-related topics (38 total), and ethics (10 total) 
3. 150 semester units:  you must complete at least 150 semester units (usually about 30 

units more than the typical bachelor’s degree 
Note:  Once you’ve satisfied your degree requirements, you can complete any additional #2 or #3 units at any 
accredited JC or 4-year university.   
 
 

Subject Area Requirements in brief 
Technically you can sit for the CPA exam with the Basic Requirements and your degree. 
 In practice, CPA firms require you to have completed all 78 units before starting work.  

 
Requirements Accounting Business-Related 
Basic Requirements for exam 24 units 24 units 
Additional Study for license (must be ≥ 20 total)* 6 units 14 units 
Subtotal 30 units 38 units 

Ethics requirements for license (must be ≥ 10 total) Accounting Other 
Accounting ethics:  UD from 4-yr univ or any from JC  3 units na 
Other courses considered ethics-related na 7 units 

 
*Accounting course units > 30 can be applied to the Business-Related requirements, if needed. 
 
As an SSU Business Major concentrating in Accounting you will need to manage the following. 

1. How do you complete the 6 Additional Accounting study units & the 3 units of 
Accounting Ethics?  Here are two options (shown in yellow in tracking tables) 

a. Take Bus 335 (acctg ethics) at SSU as fifth concentration course and then find a 
way to take 6 more accounting units at either SSU, a JC, or another univ. 

b. Take accounting ethics at a JC, a different 4-unit course as the fifth concentration 
course, and then find a way to take 2 more accounting units at SSU, a JC or univ. 

2. How will you complete 150 units? 
Everything else will be fulfilled with your degree requirements.  Pretty cool, right? 
  

http://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/applicants/index.shtml
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